An early-maturing, heat-tolerant bull.

Developing Bulls
On Grass For
Summer Breeding
In South Texas

By Steven D. Lukefahr
KINGSVILLE, Texas: For some
years now, the goal of my cattle
business has been to be success-
ful by working closely with Nature,
especially during years of drought.
One reward has been that pas-

tures and performance continue to '

improve while input costs decline.

Moreover, thrilling oppor-
tunities or incentives present
themselves, such as parasite
control through rotational grazing,
stockpiling forage as a reserve or
buffer, and wintering calves. In
addition, I am able to use young
bulls at 14 to 16 months of age for
summer breeding.

In order to work with Nature
the most importat decision is
when to calve. In deep south
Texas, I believe the ideal time
is the month of May. This gives
Cows about 6-8 weeks to con-
sume green grass and replenish
body condition before calving.
Regardless of coat color, if calv-
ing occurs much later than May,
it would simply be too hot. Of
course, ideal calving time varies
with location or region, among
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other factors.

This pivotal time-of-calving deci-
slon determines the time of a 45-day
breeding season. This Is from mid-July
through August. My colleague, Dr.
Randy Stanko, who Is a beef cattle
reproductive physiologist, told me a
few years ago that this is “the real
kicker” to my program.

What he means Is that it is a real
challenge in our region to have highly
fertile bulls during the driest and hot-
test two months of the year! I like good
challenges. This challenge first neces-
sitates appropriate genetics.

In previous issues of The Stockman
Grassfarmer, | have described my
Star cattle that are a composite of Red
Angus, Senepol. and Tuli breeds (see
August 2014 and March, April and
September 2015 issues). The empha-
sis is on African genetics combined
from Senepol and Tuli breeds. African
genetics for heat tolerance and/or
adaptation to tropical conditions in
drought-prone environments (among
other traits) are paramount to suc-
cessful production.

AFRICAN GENETICS
In tropical Africa, cattle breeds have
been subjected to intense selection

traits such as age at puberty, fertil-
ity and/or pregnancy rates, weaning
weight per cow exposed, survival, and
longevity has been reported. Based on
recent analyses of 10 years of my cat-
te reconds, fully crossbred Star calves
are about 45 pounds heavier at wean-
Ing relative to purebred calves.
Another boost in weaning weight
Is realized if the dam

Aocammmemmnne.ouwspm-
duced from Bos taurus times Bos indi-
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six months of age and bulls attempt- - yellow or white. Both characteris- direct and overhéad cost per cow was

ing to mate as early as seven months tics provide and an additional edge in less than $300. However, it should be
~even though they are not yet fertile. terms of heat tolerance. Recent analy- stated that 2015 was a good year in
- Needless lo say, by 14 and a haif to 16 ses of data also reveal that calves that terms of non-freezing winter temps
- months of age both heifers and bulls are slick compared to non-slick calves and abundant rains (totaling about 42
- are very fertile. are about 25 pounds heavier at wean- inches).
- Inaddition, most Star cattle are ing. Early bull management begins with
~ slick hided. By next year, most heifer Alitmus test for adaptability of :

and bull calves will be lighter colored Star cattle is that in 2015 the total Continued on p. 6
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calves being born in May. Again, this
allows their dams to maintain good
body condition without feeding-sup-
plements. Body condition scores of
cows are recorded at calving. Later in

the fall, weights of calves are taken at
approximately seven months of age.
Then 205-day adjusted weights are cal-
culated, which averaged 578 pounds
for bulls in 2015.

This is followed by a genetic evalua-
tion to generate EPDs (expected prog-
eny differences). EPDs are used in part

FEAFED

Lo promote sales of bulls, for example,
with negative EPDs for birth weight
and negative or near zero EPDs for
milk. However, selection is not driven
by EPDs, rather bulls and heifers are
selected from the best cows in terms
of their ability to maintain good body

and health and raise a good
calf year after year. For this reason,
Star cattle could be considered as a
maternal composite breed.



}ZRMB‘R

the fall, weights of calves are taken at
approximately seven months of age.

F Then 205-day adjusted weights are cal-
culated, which averaged 578 pounds
for bulls in 2015.
~ This is followed by a genetic evalua-

tion to generate EPDs (expected prog-
eny differences). EPDs are used in part

Insulator!

‘d non-conductive
¥ required?

i/ We’re looking for
- *Authorized
| Resellers

* Our Licensee Advantage
rogram Membership

- (LAPM) is growing every
~month. Do you belong to a
orse, cattle, goat or sheep
sociation and use electric
ce instead of barbed wire?
> you a member of a grass-
d organization and are
mitted to rotational grazing
use electric fence to move

£s now use and recommend
rigid PVC t-posts instead of
, wood or fiberglass posts.

s for more details.

ration.com
709

to promote sales of bulls, for example,

with negative EPDs for birth ‘weight
and negative or near zero EPDs for
milk. However, selection is not driven
by EPDs, rather bulls and heifers are
selected from the best cows in terms
of their ability to maintain £ood body
condition and health and raise a good
calf year after year. For this reason,
Star cattle could be considered as a
maternal composite breed.

CAIVES WINTER ON THE TEAT

Calves are wintered on their dams.

This is possible because cows are
in good condition if fall rains are
received. resulting in a flush of more
nutritious forage for grazing before
winter. However, when calves are
between six and seven months of age
an additional management, practice
is to move bull-dam pairs and heif-
er-dam pairs to separate pastures.
This prevents premature pregnancies.
As previously stated. Star heifers
often express puberty by this age. In
the past, some bulls between eight
and 11 months of age have impreg-
nated females, albeit unplanned.
Barring sustained freezing temps
in winter, the plan is to winter calves
on their mothers until March, If
l‘reezmg temps do occur then calves

- are weaned. Otherwise, cows with a

BCS of at least six by late fall should
have no problem raising their calves
through winter. Anyway, by this time
COwWS are progressively drying up. This
is still enough milk to nourish the

calf without the need of supplements.
Weaning months later will also be

less stressful to the calf,

By weaning time in March, calves
are about 10 months of age. Typically,

few if any signs of weaning stress
have been observed even after mov-
ing calves to other pastures. In most
cases, they were already weaned by
their dams.

By mid-March, early spring rains
and warming temps have usually
occurred. This results in green grass,
80 again there is no need of feeding
supplements except for minerals.
Between March and July, young bulls
are developed exclusively on rass,
The predominant forages are Kleberg
bluestem (Bothriochloa ischaemum)
and bermudagrass (Cynodon dacty-
lon).

In June, bulls are fertility tested
at 13 -14 months of age. By then, it
is brutally hot by mid-morning. Star

“bulls have always casily passed their
breeding soundness examinations.
Typically, minimum sperm motility
and morphology scores and scrotal
circumference measurements are 80
and 90 percent and 30 cm, respec-
tively. My local veterinarian has
been amazed at their fertility scores
for being so young and having been
developed only on grass and being
in such good condition. In fact, he
recently purchased his own Star bull.

Bull turn-out is from mid-J uly
through August. Young bulls are

exposed to both heifers and cows.
Star cows are small- to medi-
um-framed so bulls have no problems
mounting and servicing them. Young
bulls are usually run with no more

MORE THAN A
BULL & FEMA

11 th Annual Bull & Female Sale
Sat., March 19, 2016 « 1 p.m. CDT
Selling: 50 Red Angus Bulls

50 Red & Black Simmental

& SimAngus™ Bulls
30 Red Angus Cows

. Rod Hill B571 Jutjan 848 |

Got fescue?

Red Hill cows are pastured on KY 31 FESCUE
(endophyte-infected), weighed at weaning and
expected to wean a calf at a high percentage of
their body weight,

At Red Hill Farms, all bulls and heifers are raised
on GRASS with NO CREEP feed. The bulls are
developed on a HIGH-ROUGHAGE,
HAYLAGE-BASED ration. Red Hill bulls have the
right condition (FIT and TRIM) to service cows.

Bull Selection Made Easy for commercial
producers is a goal of Red Hill Farms. The use of
a selection index simplifies the decision-making
process. Qur Red Angus sale bulls’ average
HerdBuilder Index is 172 — the TOP 3% of the
Red Angus breed.
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The Red Hill Way — Live calves that grow and grade on GRASS!

Bart, Sarah & Ty Jones » (615) 666-3098
466 Red Hill Road, Lafayette, TN 37083
mail@redhillfarms. net
Gordon & Susan Jones » (270) 991-2663

www.RedHillFarms.net




