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Developing cattle in south Texas that produce 

more pounds of beef and higher profits per acre

My cattle operation is a production 

system that consists of several integrated 

practices that works for me. If you wish 

to adopt any of the practices mentioned, 

start small with only a part of your herd 

or pastures while keeping a close record 

of the results. If the practice works for 

you - then gradually expand. You are 

welcome to contact me at any time.



Lukefahr Ranch

The purpose of this presentation is to share information from my 
own experiences in developing adaptable breeding cattle:

STAR - Composite of Red Angus, Senepol, Tuli, and Mashonabreeds

I. Overview of Operation

II. Genetics ïForming the Composite

III. Working with Nature through Management

IV. Focus on Cow & Land Efficiency

V. Conclusions



I. Overview of Operation -

Ranch Business Portfolio:

ÅSeedstockoperation/Low-input production system

Å Inventory for 2019 of 50 cows and four bulls, use of AI

ÅOwn/Lease about 400 acres (>95% leased)

ÅHeat-tolerant cattle (African breed influence)

ÅAll cows were born in the herd

ÅModerate cow size (900-1,100 lbs)/Frame size (3-4)

ÅFlexible, rotational grazing system/Brush control

ÅHay has not been fed since 2002/Limited protein supplements

ÅSummer breeding season (mid-July thru August)

ÅLate-spring calving (May)

ÅNatural weaning at 10 months in early March

ÅMost calves sold as breeding stock/grass feeders



II. Genetics ïForming the Composite

ÂRegional U.S. studies (1990ôs-2005): In 2005, a symposium on 

tropically adapted breeds was held in Little Rock, AR, where 24 scientific papers 

from 50 contributing scientists from seven Southern Region states (AR, FL, GA, 

KY, LA, OK, TX). The research was conducted both at land-grant university 

experiment stations and at USDA-ARS facilities. (Link )

Both Senepol X Angus (left) and Tuli X Angus (right) F1 cows were

comparableto Brahman X Angus F1 cows for heat adaptation characters 

(Hammond et al., 1998). 


